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The Predecessors of the Human Race.

;.An article' iri 1 the ;. first number of the
North British Review has recently appeared,
ascribed to Dr.' Pyle Smy th. It brings be-jo- re

us some striking facts and solemn reason-
ing on the various creations which philoso-
phers supposed to have preceded the forma-
tion of man. The doctor refers to the me-
moir read by Curvier in 179G, at the first
sitting of the, National lnstitute, "On the
species of fossil elephants, compared with
living species," in which he demonstrates
that the fossil elephant differs from all liv- -

i aim iiiai, u is aii extinct species,
now lost. He undertook to prove the like
with respect to other animals. "May we
usk, sam ne, wny we lind so many re-

mains of unknown animals, whilst we can
find none which we can rank among the
species wnicn we know ? we may see now
probable it is that they have all belonged to
the beings of a world anterior to ours to
beings destroyed by revolutions of the earth,
and to beings which have been replaced by
existing species.

Slirrniinrlfil hv the eftit;iv nf former rrea
tions, the task assigned to Cuvier. the article
goes on to state, was to restore the fragments
to their former positions. By great labor,

b ouLL-eeue-
u in tracing ineir conneciion,

and 168 vertebral animals,
which form fifty distinct generations, of
which fifteen are entirely new ; and reckoni-
ng1" the additions which have since beenj it ? . it . , .
inaae, mere is reason to oeneve mat tne
species of extinct animals are more numer-
ous than the living ones.

- But Cuvier found that the differences of
structure between fossil and recent animals
increase with the age of the deposit in which
the former are found, and that these differ-
ences mark the age of the denosits them
selves. As the primitive rocks exhibit no

j i i itraces oi plants or animals, ne concluded
that there was a time when no living beings
existed upon the earth ; and that, before the
creation of man,' the world was inhabited
by-a-t least three different generations of an-
imals, which had been successively created
and destroved.

It is supposed with reason, if the subject
be not too grand for our feeble reason, that
tne: creation of vegetable bodies preceded
me creation ot tne animals tnat were to de-

vour them. The stately pine, the gigantic
equisetaceee, and the lofty palm, waved in
the primeval forests, and tie sea and the
land were inhabited onlvbv a small number
of the marine mammalia, and scarcely any
oi me terrestrial mammalia.

'We then arrive at this startling conclu-
sion, that among the earliest inhabitants of
the globe were reptiles of enormous magni-
tude, the Megalosaurus, being upwards of
seventy feet long ; the Ichthyosaurus, above

a

thirty feet in length ; the Plesiosaurus, an
animal combining the trunk of an ordinary
quadruped, with a neck like the body of a
serpent, the head of a lizard, the teeth of a
rrocodile. and the naddlefi nf a whale- - anrl
the Ptero'dactyle, the most extraordinary of
extinct anirriAts, uniting me cnaracter ot a A

bird, a reptile, and a quadruped !

'In the second period the terrestrial mam-
malia increase in number, and we have along
with them numerous Pachydermata or ani-
mals with thick skins, such as the Paieothe-riu- m

and Anopeleuthcrium, and other gene-
ra of aquatic animals which dwelt on the
margin.of lakes and rivers. In the first of
these eitinct genera these species vary in size,
from the rhinoceros to the hog. These and
other species, nearly fifty in number, were
discovered .by Cuvier in the fresh, water for-
mations" of Montmartre near Paris. -

In the third , period lived the Mammoth,
the Mastodon, the Hippopotamus,. and those
huge Slot,hs, the' Megatherium and the Meg-alonv- x.

the giants of the natural world, the
grandest specimens of that ex-

traordinary population over which man nev-
er, swayed the sceptre. , ,

Thedion and tige,r',are supposed to be the
successors of the creatures last mentioned.
'rftto','tS6tage n0 traces of man or his
iors:;can be detected, and 'this .gives the
reri'ajtahle result that the three periods have
ten;$HCceeded by a fourth, in which the er
,m'r$typace(i man upon the earth, and

reatfed-S'- ' his subjects and his servants,
lT(?rt "faces of living beings which 'occupy1

the surface of our globe, and inhabit the
depths of its oceans.

Referring to the Mosaic record of the crea-
tion, the article to which we have referred,
comes to this conclusion: "The records
of faith now stand on the same level with
the records of reason. Truth, brought down
irom on high, harmonizes with truth from
below : and the christian who refuses tn
surrender his cherished volume to the taunts
of reason, now holds it with n firmer nrasn
and scans the series of creations which eci.
ence has revealed, but as the harbinger of
tnat latest exercise ot divine power which
gave birth to man. and placed him over a
new animal world.

" But the confirmation of the Mosaic ac-
count of the creation is not thp nnlv nr
even the chief result of geological discovery.
ine commencement ot organic lite in plants
and animals of the first period, and its hidier
and progressive development in different
orders, leads us back to that beginning which
was SO lour? veiled from human reason
while the successive destruction of succesive
creations carries us forward to the terminus
of our own period to that "dav of the
Lord, when the heavens shall pass away
with a ereat noise, and the elements shall
melt with a fervent heat, and the earth also.
and the works which are therein, shall be
burned up."

Ihe OmniDOtent mav have designs to
work out, of which we, and all we behold,
are but the preliminary instruments. To
us. it is possible commanding beings will
succeed, as different from us as the lion is
from the megalosaurus, more superior to us
than we are to the monkey.

We need sav nothins to fix the. reader's
mind on the reflections which follow :

Should this, armarentlv last tieriod of
animal life, be one in which man is to exer-
cise his faculties in the investigation of his
Maker's works, the fossil geology of the
world we now inhabit will exhibit deposits
no less interesting than those whirh emho- -...-o
sora the gigantic frame-wor- k of mammoths
and mastodons. How interesting will be
the excavations in which the buried cities
of modern Europe will reappear in their ru-
ined grandeur : how strange the discoverv
of submerged navies embalmed in their
ocean beds, or tne loundered ship with its
imprisoned skeletons ; or the battle field,
with its prostrate warriors; or the hallowed
cemetery, crowded with the relics of youth
and aee. and crushed beneath their tahlets
of marble, and their monuments of bronze !"

More Annexation.
A new treaty with Mexico verv different

in everv imnnrtant nartirnlnr frnm trior
which has been for some davs bv

journal of this city has actually been
negotiated by Gen. Gadsden, and is now in
the hands of the Cabinet. It gives us a
narrow strin ot territory across the. north
end of Mexico hardly twenty miles wide
at tms end, out widening alter passing out
of the vallev of the Rio Grande, where, there
is some good land that Santa Anna decided

1 T 11io Keep, in an, we acquire a strip averag-
ing some sixty miles in width and running
across to thL Gulf of California, for whirh
and the extinction of the claims of Mexico
under the stipulation of the last treafv whinh
obliges us to pay for all the damage which
iui.An.uuo ma duiici a i um nanus VI me
amiable savages we bought of her by that
treaty, we are to pay twenty millions! That
is to say : Bv one treatv we boueht the. Ca- -
manches and their cut-thro- at nemhhors. nnrl
agreed to pay for what damage thev mmht' .. .. uj. .1 A i I?no tuereaiier : dv tne otner. we nav five
millions for the damage thev ham alrearlv
done and fifteen millions more for a strip of
territory over wnicn to make a railroad (if
lira vl aooa TVin.U.. Z I ? V. 1 1 i 1t UlCaOC J H L1CICUV 1 L IN nil I Ilr I If 1 vV ITH rM 1 I a TP f I

that they are to be deterred from
.

plundering
.f.! 1 r .ii..xuexicans nereauer. All tne territory we

acquire by this new treaty would be horribly
dear at two millions of dollars ; but we pre-
sume '' democracy" will put it through,
and that there is no use in 6aying anything
about Jt.T-N-. Y. Tribune.

A Magnificent River. The McmtAvrir.
in Australia, is navigable for vessels 1200

miles irom 6ea. Vessels :l)ad .ascended t,hat
distance ; the navigation was perfectly safe,
the depth of water varying from 18 to 36 feet.

(Xnr PROCLAMATION BY THE PRESIDENT.
The President of the United States has is-
sued the following proclamation :

Whereas, information has been received
by me that an unlawful expedition has been
fitted out in the state of California with a
view to invade Mexico, a nation maintain
ing tricndly relations with the United States,
and that other expeditions are organizing
Hiuiiii iuu umieu oiaies ior tlie same un- -

lawlul purpose; and, whereas, certain citi-
zens and inhabitants of this country,

of their obligations and duties, and
of the rights of a friendly power, have par-
ticipated, and are about to participate in
these enterprises so derogatory to our nation-
al character, and so threatening to our tran- -
quilitv, and are thercbv llirnrrinrr i, cevpr,
penalties imposed by lawagainstVuchoffen- -

uers :

Now. therefore. I. Franklin Pier
dent of the United States, have issued this,
my proclamation, warning all persons who
shall connect themselves with nnv Gnr-- on.
terprise or expedition, that the penalties

.
of

1. i i iuiu iuw uenouncea nrainst snr i rr m na
conduct will be rigidly enforced. And I ex-
hort all good citizens, as they regard our na
tional cnaracter as tney respect our laws or
the laws of nations as thev value the Meet
ings of peace and the welfare of the country,
iu uiscouiuenance, and oy all lawtul means
to prevent such criminal enterprises Am!
I call upon all officers of this government,
civil and military, to use any elforts which
may be in their power to arrest for trial and
punishment every such offender.

Given under my hand and the seal of the
United States, at Washington, this eiht.
eenth day of January, in the year of our Lord
one thousand eight hundred and fifty-fou- r,

and the seventy-eight- h of the independence
FRANKLIN PIERCE.

By the President:
WM. L. MARCY, Secretary of State.

Ruinous Taxes.
The subject of the enormous taxes collect-

ed in Ohio, is strongly complained of in
every part of the State. E. W. Slade. in
the Forest City Democrat, says that his taxes
now are 15 fold more than they were 13
years ago, when the State debt was heavier
than now, and of course more interest to be
paid. He says, 825 for every tax payer ; $6,
for every man, woman and child in Ohio,
and with the recommendation of Gov. Me-dil- l,

to add SI .000.000 a vear. our nrosner.ts
are sickening aud paralvzing. He urges
luwDsuip meetings to oe caned, and peti-
tions signed and sent asking a redress of
grievances and taxes ' and urgeso the abol- -

ishment of useless offices, and reduction of
salaries, and remodelling the manner of re-

pairing the public works.
An old man, who has paid taxes CO years,

says that they are higher now than ever
before. He in 1849 sold his real property at
a

.
low price and on lonp credit. The notes.1 O V W

given for it are taxed and the property is
taxed, the first 837.50 ; the latter $38. On
an income of 200, he paid last year in taxest1 ni i, i i. i.3n.ui. ne nas determined to leave tne
State as soon as he can.

The editor of the Elevator says of the tax
law : Everv sale of ral estate to a noor man

V - w w Ul
upon credit, actually

.
doubles the amount of

A l 1 A II m

iaxa:ne property, a. sells lOU acres ot land
toB. for 810.000. B. Davs $1,000 down, mul
gives notes for the. balance. B. has to pay
the taxes on the valuation of the land, and
A. on the notes and the Si, 000 besides.
Thus the taxable property is doubled, but as
a certain sum of money only is to be raised
by taxation, B. pays upon what he oivea,
while A. pays upon what he owns and Ms
taxes are reduced just 50 per cent., while B's
are increased 90 per cent.

This law oppresses the poor man and few
pay their just proportion of taxes under it.

Ohio Repository.

Applying the Scale. A pen tie m An no
Solon, having purchased a map with some
animals peculiar to the country engraved
on it, astonished his friends by boldly af- -

urimng mai mese creatures were several
miles in length. Eeine asked for nrnnf hp
cpolly produced the map, tand taking the
length of one of the animals' in the romnno.
6e9. applied it to the ' Rr'nle

'

" There." tnid
he, " cap.apjrthing.bc clearer than that??'

Biennial Legislative Sessions.
Nearly all of those states which have,

within the past few years, remodelled their
constitutions, have provided for biennial ses-
sions of their legislatures. This change has
been made in accordance with a very general
popular feeling, regarding annual sessions as
inconvenient and unnecessarily expensive,
without adding anything to the benefits to
ue uenveu irom legislation. Kecently, how-
ever, the expediency of this change, upon
the ground of economy, as well as conven-
ience, has been questioned. It is said that
some of the southern states have become dis-
satisfied with their biennial sessions, and are.
advocating a return to yearly meetings of
their legislatures. Gov. Cobb, of Georgia,
in his late message, earnestly recommends
this change in the constitutional provision
of that state.

In Ohio some of the leading papers are
beginning to refer to this subject in such
terms as evidently to indicate a preference
for u return to annual sessions. The excel-
lent provision in our constitution, relieving
the legislature from the large amouut of lo-
cal legislation which they formerly had to do,
together with general incorporation acts, we
think will make biennial session. of that
body all that the people of the state will de-

sire. We are well satisfied that there is
great danger of too much legislation, and
that the yearly revisions which have hereto-
fore taken place in a great portion of our
statutes have created greater difficulties than
can possibly be produced for the want f n
legislature each winter. Under our present
arrangement, laws will rcmaiu in lorte at
least two vears and afford the ncoule time tn
become acquainted with them before their
repeal.

Until difficulties shall be found by experi-
ence to exist in the operation of our present
constitutional provision upon that subject,
we cannot subscribe to its alteration. lla-u-coc-

Courier.

Senator from Mississippi. It seems to
be conceded that A. G. Brown, has been,
chosen United States Senator for the State of
Mississippi. This must be a very unpala-
table event to Mr. Secretary Davis. He m
said to have anticipated a different result
with entire confidence, and just as much an
six years certain to the Senate is better than,
three in the Cabinet, the latter office beiag
of uncertain tenure, just 60 much is Mr.
Davis disappointed. Brown's majority over
Davis in caucus was two. Brown's success
is ascribed to the agency of
Foote. Brown is quite a light man, consid-
erably inferior to Davis, both in intellectual
vigor and education. He served in the 26th
Congress without distinction, and was after-
wards made Governor of the State. He was
again a member of Congress some four years
ago. While in the House the last time, he
had a violent quarrel with Dr. Gwin, one of
the California Senators, which at one time
was expected to lead to a duel ; but tlu
affair blew off in some way. When they
meet on the floor of the Senate they can set-
tle it by contest in debate. Buffalo Com.
Adv.

We are pleased to learn, as we do from
the Mirror, that our townsman, J. W. Tay-
lor, Esq., has nearly ready for press. "The
Early History of Ohio" a work to whose
preparation he has devoted much time and
research. As there is now no complete his-

tory of our State pnor to 1787, the volume
of Mr. Taylor will supply a want in our his-
torical literature which will be particularly
acceptable. Having had access to many
ancient and valuable manuscripts and pri-
vate memoranda, the history of Mr. T. will
be as entirely original as reliable, and will
find its way, we trust, into the hands" of
every citizen of Ohio who has an interest in
her history. The volume is announced to
appear about the last of February. San-
dusky Register.

Melancholy Coincidence. The ill-fat-

steamer San Francisco cleared from New
York, December 17th, and we find on exam-
ining the "Shinn'inrr T.i.st" that on the kb me"-"- II r I D
day the,followipg ships cleared, all of which
ha,vp met a, sirnilar ,fate.: Ships Commerce,
Singapore, and Borneo, Ibeides" ship Saxony
disabled and put into .alifax. N.Y. Post. '


